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Asean: Sharing Values And Common Destiny
The Neet Conundrum

The suicide of S Anitha, a 17-year-old girl from Ariyalur
district in Tamil Nadu, following her failure to get admission in medical course, is most unfortunate and could have
been avoided. Anitha’s suicide has come close on the heels
of a Supreme Court order which directed the State Government to complete admissions to National Eligibilitycum Entrance Test (NEET) by September 4. Clearly, amid
much uncertainity, the apex court’s order had come as a
much relief for the parents and students alike. But Anitha’s
suicide has once again rekindled debate over NEET. Following her suicide, major opposition political parties in
Tamil Nadu took to the streets. This brought normal life
to a standstill. Their argument is that had the admission
to MBBS been held based on the marks scored in the
Class XII examination, Anitha would have got into any of
the leading medical colleges in the State. They argue that
the syllabus of the State board examination is not compatible with NEET which is based on the CBSE syllabus
and, hence, NEET should be cancelled. Tamil Nadu’s disregard for a national entrance examination is the most
unfortunate at a time when the need is all the more to
provide for a level-playing field for students. The merits
of NEET need no emphasis — it was introduced with an
aim to curb corruption and ensure transperancy in the
admission procedure itself. Past attemtps on the part of
Tamil Nadu, to put a brave front against NEET, have only
backfired. It’s attempt to take the Ordinance route too
failed after the Centre ruled that it was not in favour of
giving “undue advantage” to one State. The reading on
the wall was, in fact, made clear by the Centre last year,
when it granted a one-time exemption to the entire country. Against this backdrop, it was the utmost duty for the
State Government to make the changes in the school curriculum to ensure that the students are NEET-ready. But
it failed to act.

Envisioning Reforms In
Higher Education
The Ministry of Human
Resource Development has
announced to scrap University Grants Commission
(UGC) and All India Council
for Technical Education
(AICTE) and replace it with a
new body named the Higher
Education Empowerment
Regulation Agency (HEERA)
to regulate both technical and
non-technical institutions.
HEERA will thus get rid of
overlapping functions and jurisdictions of the UGC and the
AICTE. It is also expected to
curb irrelevant regulatory
provisions and make higher
education regulation more
effective and result-oriented
with greater synergy between the regulator and the
institutions. The detailed
blueprint of HEERA and its
legislation is still being
worked out.
In a rapidly globalising
world with technology taking
center-stage, the higher education sector for a country like
India, needs to leverage its
huge talent available in its
populace to not only change
but rather reform the prac-

tices on a continuous basis to
become relevant in a global
setting. The existing laws
governing higher education in
India needs to be reformed
to address these requirements.
Currently, India has a
regulatory framework that
gives absolute freedom
through its governing boards
to the Indian Institutes of
Technology (IIT) and the Indian Institutes of Management (IIM) to run higher
education programmes while
all universities, be it a Government or a non-Government/non-profit society (also
referred to as private institutions) controlled, are under various regulations enforced by AICTE or the UGC.
It is time for the Government to streamline regulatory mechanisms in higher
education with global setting
in mind. It must be understood that Government institutions’ contribution to nation-building must be supplemented by private or nonprofit society controlled institutions.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Status & Changing Roles of
Women in Indian Society (31)
In view of the increasing incidence of the rape incidents, it is absolutely necessary to review the rape law
humanely and progressively as the existing law is not only
partial but also outdated. The subject needs a comprehensive review and should include various types of assault, violence and torture, and with gender neutrality.
Indian women are far too vulnerable to violent assaults.
Sexual violence in villages, though little reported, keeps
girls and women indoors after dark. The pity is that to
change attitudes to rape so many young women have
had to suffer and die. An act the police never prosecute
and the public ignores. Women are routinely groped and
harassed by men on buses and trains. The reason behind
is the vulgar display by even top grade heroines in the
form of 'item numbers' has become a must for any successful movie. All these adds to the frustration where the
age of sexual maturity does not match with the permissible age for marriage. A piece of fool-proof legislation is
needed to safeguard innocent victims. One should see
that by giving a deterrent punishment to the rapist this
evil of rape would not be solved. Once it is proved that
the person is guilty of rape he should be hanged and the
women for their self-defense should learn the art of Karate, Judo and if not they should keep a chilly powder in
order to escape from the rapist. Before the dignity of more
women is sacrificed, we need to have a real change for
the better democracy, greater freedom, full transparency,
strict law enforcement, and mandatory punishment for
heinous crimes against women.
Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit ( AHMEDABAD)
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It was to commemorate
25 years of the establishment
of India-Asean (Association of
South East Asian Nations)
relations on the 70th Independence Day that Bhopal
witnessed the coming to-

gether of delegates from the
10 Asean nations for a youth
summit. The cultural linkages
between Southeast Asia and
India date back to two millennia, with shared heritage
and histories. The socio-cul-

Lenovo Launches the Dual
camera powered Lenovo K8 Plus

New Delhi, Lenovo India
has added two new members
to its K series of devices,
Lenovo K8 plus and Lenovo
K8. In best K series tradition,
they offer a premium experience to users at a pocket
friendly price. Both come with
stylish and strong frames, a
perfect blend of predominantly glass and metal that
will stand out in the crowd
and will also fit into most
palms easily. The phones
come with Android 7.1.1
(Nougat) out of the box, with
assured updates to Android
Oreo, as well as high-end
multimedia features like
Dolby Atmos and Lenovo's
TheaterMax technology.
"Lenovo's K series has
always been known for delivering powerful perform-

ance and cutting edge multimedia experience to consumers at very affordable prices,
which is why it has an installed base of more than 8
million users in the country,"
said Mr. Sudhin Mathur, Country Head - Lenovo MBG India. "The Lenovo K8 Plus continues this legacy, and comes
not only with 4000 mAh battery and Rapid charger in its
price segment, but also comprises of 13MP + 5MP dual
camera for delivering best-inclass photography experience, along with Dolby Atmos
sound and TheaterMax technology. Lenovo K8 plus continues our journey with stock
Android, empowering the
user by giving them the
choice to customise their Android experience." (20-4)

tural linkages between the
two enable us to acquire a
better understanding of the
relations amongst the IndiaAsean nations.
Evidence of the earliest
contacts between India and
its Southeast Asia neighbours
can be traced to the first century AD. Excavations of the
Pyu settlements in present
day Myanmar show evidence
of the earliest Southeast
Asian contacts with India, and
one of the sites is called
Beikthano (meaning the city
of vishnu). Indian influence is
evident in Pyu architecture,
coinage, statues of Hindu
deities and the Buddha, and
other early forms of epigraphy. Pyu coins have been
unearthed from as far as the
Mekong Delta, indicating that
trade and culture followed the
same route.
Besides the famed temples of Cambodia like Angkor
Wat and Ta Prohm with distinct Indian connections and
influences, another group of
sites scattered through central Thailand called Dvaravati,
associated with the Mon inhabitants, which flourished
from the seventh century AD
to the end of the first millennium, also show heavy influence of Indian culture, especially Buddhist influence, in
addition to that of Vaishnav
and Shaivite traditions. The
Kingdoms of Cham, which
were the southern neighbours of Vietnam, also dem-

onstrated extensive influence
of Indian culture, with the
famous area of ‘My Son’ having a complex of temples
dedicated to Shiva.
The Government of India
is actively involved, along
with its Asean partners, in its
efforts to preserve, protect
and restore many of these
symbols and structures that
represent the civilisational
bonds between Asean and
India. In his address at the
inaugural session of the summit, Minister of State for External Affairs, Gen V K Singh,
laid stress on continued efforts to build synergies between India and Asean member states based on the
civilisational links and
commonalities between India
and Southeast Asia.
Commerce primarily took
place via the seas with the
ancient port of Tamralipti at
the mouth of the Ganges being one of the earliest points
of embarkation. From there,
ships sailed across to the
Malay Peninsula, either along
the coast of Bengal and
Myanmar or through the Bay
of Bengal. Later routes diversified, for example, from
Tamralipti in Odisha to Sri
Lanka and the Nicobar Islands, which would then either go on through the Sunda
Straits or the Straits of Malacca. Not only were the trade
networks vast but importantly, commerce and exchange was a two-way proc-

Vote For Your Favorite Stars
as Zee Rishtey Awards 2017

Page 3 Lifestyle exhibition for
festival and wedding Collection
Ahmedabad: Page3 Lifestyle exhibition is its kind of
exclusive lifestyle exhibition
hosted by orchid events and
exhibitions at Rajpath Club
Diamond hall, S. G. Highway
Ahmedabad from 8th to 10th
September 2017 Lifestyle exhibition 2017 will be there for
three days for amdavadi
shopping lovers
Organisor of PAGE 3 Mrs
Payal Joshi "This exhibition is
unique in its own type for
Ahmedabad exclusive collection for Mans & womans spl
for navaratri & diwali. every
Visitor get exclusive designs
for their shopping from exclusive national & international
designers This Exhibition has
he exhibitors from all over
India like, Kolkata, Jaipur,
Banglore, Punjab, Surat,
Pakistan,Bangladesh,Delhi,
Bihar Nagpur, Mumbai etc..
This exhibition has the latest
designer Navratri Diwali &
Wedding's exclusive Collec-

tion with price range starts
from as little as Rs.200/- . so
its suits every pocket"
It provides platform to all
exhibitors to launch their
product as they can conduct
market research as well as
evaluate market competition.
It showcases exclusive
Navratri, Diwali & Wedding
collection of designer garments, western wear, silk
sarees, bandhni, home decor, kurties, dress materials,
men's wear, kids wear, antic, fashion imitation jewellery, handicraft sarees, wall
decor, handicrafts, lucknavi
chicken, purses, accessories,
health & wellness, fashion
accessories, gruh udhyog
snacks, organic soaps, organic products, clay products,
crochet
bags,
terracotta, gift items, chocolates, leather items, artificial
flowers, kitchen safety, hair
accessories & lot more at
thevee. (19-10)

Flaunt the New ‘Kumu’ Range
Of Sunglasses by Maui Jim

Ahmedabad: High-end
eyewear brand Maui Jim
launches its latest range of
sunglasses named ‘Kumu’
which is especially crafted for
physically active users. The
revolutionary range sports
the Maui-Brilliant™/Bi-Gradient molded lenses. The sunglasses come with a lightweight and flexible frame.
Built with a beta-titanium
bridge and rubber sleeves on
the temples, Kumu sunglasses offer utmost comfort
and a non-slippery grip which
is just perfect while doing any
kind of sport activity. Kumu’s
8 base frame and additional
lens coverage provide consumers with superior protection from the sun’s harmful
rays. These sunglasses available at just Rs.18, 490.
“In our new range, we

have incorporated the most
technologically advanced
lenses that provide superior
protection to eyes against the
harmful UVA and UVB rays of
the sun. Kumu range is designed keeping those men
and women in mind who lead
an active and sporty lifestyle.”
says Mr. I Rahumathullah,
Managing Director, Maui Jim,
India.
Maui Jim’s patented
PolarizedPlus2® lenses eliminate 99.9% of glare, manage
95% of HEV and block 100%
of harmful UV rays while
boosting the color to unmatched levels. Maui Jim’s
optically correct, distortionfree lenses feature patented
lens treatments or rare earth
elements. Color and clarity
are enhanced using natural
light. (13-9)

Ahmedabad: For 25
years, Zee TV has been entertaining viewers by bringing them unparalleled content, memorable stories and
relatable characters. These
characters have become an
integral part of their lives;
they have laughed with
them in their happiness and
cried on witnessing their
sorrows. Through gripping
tales that have captivated
audience attention, Zee TV
has touched the hearts of
millions of viewers across
the world. Zee is slated to

gratify this lifelong relationship with its viewers, by
bringing together all the
actors, technicians and producers, who have been a
part of Zee’s journey
through its annual awards
p roperty Zee Rishtey
Awards 2017 special partners Nerolac Healthy Home
Paints and Finolex Cables.
As Zee Rishtey Awards 2017
announces the nominations
across various categories,
viewers can now log on to
the Zee website and vote for
their favorite artists. (19-10)

ess, with both Indians and
Southeast Asians playing an
active role in it.
Many centuries have
passed since the first signs of
the budding commercial relationship between India and
Southeast Asia, and while the
exchanges have waxed and
waned over the centuries,
trade between India and
Southeast Asia remains an
important aspect of our engagement in the 21st century,
with Asean being India’s
fourth largest trading partner
today.
When the world is on the
edge due to the challenge of
climate change, it becomes
vital for nations to come together to understand its consequences and mitigate it
with utmost priority. To understand the seriousness,
Asean recognises the importance of creating synergy
between the mutually-reinforcing Asean 2025 blueprints
and the sustainable development goals (SDGs) within the
framework of Asean-UN cooperation. Owing to its location and geo-strategic condition, Asean is one of the most
vulnerable regions to the
challenge of climate change.
In recent past, several Asean
countries are among the

hardest hit by natural disasters such as drought, sea
level rise, and typhoon. Indonesia and Thailand were
hit by tsunami in 2004, earthquake happened in Myanmar
in 2012. Philippines and Vietnam too suffered from
Taiphoon Haiyan in 2013. This
takes on special significance
considering Asia and the Pacific is home to half of the
world’s poor.
Due to location and geostrategic condition, Asean is
one of the most exposures to
climate change vulnerability
in the region. The SDGs is a
shared goal at the multilateral level but also at the regional level and this initiative
shows that Asean is at the
forefront of the effort to
achieve the mutually-reinforcing goals of the blueprints
and the SDGs.
Cultural and intellectual
exchanges and people-topeople contacts continue to
be an important pillar of India-Asean relations today,
and we aim to expand them
through various initiatives,
such as through the exchange of artists, students,
journalists, farmers and parliamentarians, as well as a
multiplicity of think-tank initiatives.

Cambridge University Press collaborates
with Shreehari Immigration & Travels
Ahmedabad: With an
objective to improve language teaching and assessment for IELTS coaching and
enhance classroom learning
experience for foreign degree
aspirants across Gujarat,
Cambridge University Press
(CUP), world’s leading ELT
Publisher today announced
their partnership with
Shreehari Immigration &
Travel Pvt. ltd. With this,
Shreehari comes on board as
a Platinum Partner for Cambridge University Press for
West Zone, India and will leverage their well-researched
and scientifically designed
Cambridge official preparation material for IELTS coaching.
As a part of the partnership, all counsellors and IELTS
trainers associated with
Shreehari Immigration &
Travels Pvt. Ltd. will receive
by experts from Cambridge
University Press which will
enable them to use the official preparation materials to
the best advantage of the
IELTS aspirants. At present,

Shreehari has about 20
trainers on board across 4
centers in Ahmadabad,
Mehsana Bhavnagar and
Kalol would be extending
their services through more
centres at Gandhinagar,
Surat, Vadodara, Mumbai &
Udaipur in coming future.
Mr. Ashok Patel, Managing Director, Shreehari Immigration & Travel Pvt. Ltd.
said“The global necessity for
English language skills is increasing each day and the
challenge is to provide
learners with accurate and
meticulously researched
material.Through our partnership with Cambridge University Press, IELTS aspirants enrolled with our institutes will have access to
world class training modules
which helps them score better than their counterparts.
We look forward to a long
term, fruitful association
with CUP and welcome our
students to realise their
dream of pursuing higher
studies and careers abroad.”
(20-4)

Ambuja Cement Foundation spearheads Water
Management movement in rural Gujarat

“I am glad to have got an opportunity
to play Lord Krishna” – Vishal Jethwa

Ahmedabad: BIG Magic’s mythological show
Chakradhari Ajaya Krishna
has been engaging the viewers with its compelling and
captivating storyline revolving
around Lord Krishna. The actor Vishal Jethwa who plays
the role of Lord Krishna has
been appreciated among the
masses for his spectacular
acting skills in the show.
On the same when we got
in touch with the actor to
know his experience on playing Lord Krishna, he says, “I
like being a part of mythological series and I am overwhelmed to have got an opportunity to don the avatar
Lord Krishna. The very first

time when I was offered the
role, there was no second
thought on it. It was an instant yes to be a part of the
show.”
Furthermore he elaborates, “I have read a little
about the story of Lord
Krishna but I have come to
know a lot many facts
through this show. I am getting to learn a lot of things in
this journey and I am glad
that I have got an opportunity to play Lord Krishna.”
To catch the phenomenal
performance of Vishal Jethwa
as Lord Krishna stay tuned on
to BIG Magic every Monday
to Friday at 6pm onl1y on BIG
Magic. (19-8)

Ahmedabad: Marking its
Silver Jubilee year, Ambuja
Cement Foundation (ACF) –
the CSR arm of Ambuja Cements Ltd. – has through its
pioneering initiatives successfully expanded its Water Resource Management Program
outreach to over 200 villages
i
n
Gujarat,holisticallyaddressing
water crisis problems in terms
of quality and quantity.
The once acutely waterstressed and salinity affected
villages of five talukas–
Sutrapada, Kodinar, Una,
Veraval and Talala in
GirSomnath district where the
company was founded —
have over the years witnessed broaderand innovative water focused interventions that have created a significant impact on the environment, groundwater resources, salinity mitigation as
well as agricultural and allied
livelihood activities. The en-

deavours not only provided
water for cultivation, rearing
of animals, drinking and
household activities but also
substantial economic benefits.
Recalling ACF’s journey in
Gujarat, ACF Head Pearl
Tiwarisaid, “Our goal has
been to enable prosperity of
communities. At the time
when we began our journey
from Gujarat, several parts in
the state were reeling under
a severe water crisis. From
addressing the urgent need
in a planned and co-ordinated
manner through contemporary methods to taking a lead
in defining water stewardship, ACF has come a long
way. The ongoing water conservation movement led by
our professional teams could
not have been possible without the unwavering support
bycommunities, like minded
organisations and the Gujarat
government.” (19-10)
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Environment Minister Urges State Governments to Initate Necessary Action to Manage Air Pollution

Union Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change, Dr. Harsh Vardhan has
called upon State Governments of Delhi-NCR region, to
initiate all necessary actions on
a war footing for management
of air pollution, so that the kind
of episodic rise of air pollution
seen last year is not repeated
during the coming months.
Addressing the meeting of the
Chief Secretaries and senior
officers of Delhi and NCR
States regarding abatement of

air pollution during the ensuing winter months, the Minister said that efficient management of air pollution is the duty
of all concerned. He sought the
participation of people in the
matter and said that without
it, desired results will be difficult to achieve. Dr. Harsh
Vardhan stated that simple
steps can go a long way in
mitigating the levels of pollution such as prevention of
biomass and crop burning,
better management of crop
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residue, sprinkling water on
dusty roads, dust mitigation at
all construction and demolition
sites, strict prevention of crop
burning, closure of unauthorised brick kilns, installation of
vapour recovery at fuel stations, avoidance of over-loaded
vehicles and strict implementation of ‘Pollution Under
Check’ certification. Dr. Harsh
Vardhan said that we should
ensure implementation of all
long-term actions as directed
by the Central Government in

right earnest besides strict implementation of Graded Response Action Plan for various
levels of pollution. He called
upon the States to put up systems to ensure that action according to various levels of
pollution are implemented with
full
involvement
of
stakeholders. The Minister
added that the success will lie
in ensuring that the emergency
levels are not reached, as per
the Graded Response Action
Plan. Dr. Harsh Vardhan also

90% of home buyers are unaware of the impact of insolvency
With some top developers
in the National Capital Region
(NCR) filing for insolvency, a
Magicbricks Consumer Choice
Poll revealed that about 90%
of investors are unaware of
their rights and how they are
impacted when their developer
is declared insolvent.
Magicbricks, India's No.1
property site, conducted the
poll (sample size of 900) to get
insights
into
buyerunderstanding of insolvent developers.In the light
ofthe Jaypee Infrastructure
group being run by an Insolvency Resolution Professional
at the behest of IDBI Bank,
(presently stayed by the Supreme Court), Ms. E Jayashree
Kurup, Head- Content and Advisory, suggests that "The ef-

fort with insolvency is to ensure that buyers get their
homes and lenders get their
money. Being the first such
case in real estate, the status
of different classes of creditors,
including buyers, is being defined. Once this is done, buyers will benefit from insolvency
as work is in progress and
handover of completed
projects is being expedited."
In the case of developers
such as Jaypee, whose borrowing is backed by assets
whose net worth is far more
than the borrowed amount,
this problem can be resolved
when the handing over process begins in a phased manner and consumer receivables start flowing in regularly.
(19-10)

called upon all the States to
ensure that Control Rooms are
set up in all the States and
regular meetings of the Task
Force are held for timely intervention. He also referred to the
FIFA U-17 World Cup 2017 and
Diwali and said that the Ministry has already initiated efforts
for Clean Air by organising
Harit Diwali – Swasth Diwali
campaign with large number
of students. He further said
that requests have been made
to all the Chief Secretaries to
ensure that firecrackers which
are not compliant to the laid
down norms are not sold. He
said that the Central Government shall keep a close watch
on the progress during the next
4-5 months to ensure cleaner

air during winter this year.
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) Chairman said
that CPCB had constituted 40
teams for the purpose of monitoring implementation of actions identified so that remedial measures can be initiated
against defaulters.
The meeting was attended
by Minister of State of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change, Dr. Mahesh Sharma,
Chief Secretary of NCT of Delhi,
Dr. M.M Kutty, Chairman,
CPCB, Shri S.P.S Parihar, Additional Chief Secretary, Haryana
government, Smt. Dheera
Khandelwal, Additional Chief
Secretary, Rajasthan government, Shri R.K Grover, Principal Secretary.
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