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Caste in public discourse
Licence to abuse

Just when we thought that women empowerment was
the axis of our policies, budgetary to electoral, it is frightening to note that the regular NRI woman is still stuck in
the 80s pit of abuse and desertion. If the Ministry of External Affairs data is to be believed, then at least one woman
married to an NRI calls home every eight hours seeking
help to return after being deserted by her husband or being subjected to ill-treatment and physical torture. Women
are being disempowered on foreign shores, cut off from
the protection and redressal systems at home and deliberately isolated from those available in host countries and
at missions. There are shocking tales of incarceration and
captivity, especially among unsuspecting young brides of
arranged marriages, who are consigned to housekeeping
duties, lodged in shabby basements and stripped off vital
papers.
If we collate reports from our missions, most women
are originally from Punjab and Seemandhara-Telangana
followed by Gujarat. Particularly in these States, marrying
a daughter off to an NRI is a cross-sectional benchmark of
social ascension and for the groom’s family reason enough
to extort dowry as a passport to a privileged life. Grooms
still fall in line with their parents’ choices knowing full well
that they can command a nascent relationship on their
terms in a different terrain, geographically, socially and
economically. The most obvious manifestation of assumed
power is physical violence and domestic imprisonment that
prevents the women from even registering their complaints
at host countries and missions, which have a dedicated
rescue mechanism and link victims to community support
groups. In fact, the Modi Government’s emphasis on giving out $2000-3000 financial help for abandoned women
and a proposed single-window redressal portal is one of
the reasons that the dispossessed have found reassurance and are speaking up.
It’s a further misconception that the problem is confined to a certain section of married women; educated
women are as much victims. Being an NRI wife doesn’t
mean easy migration what with visa processes to the US
taking up to three years, putting a strain on the relationship itself. Even if the visa is got, the work visa remains
elusive. Often career women have to make do with lesser
jobs. Sometimes they acquire a new skill to fit in, which
can be frustrating for someone whose core competence
lies elsewhere. Indians fuel the global talent pool, lobbyists are changing the way the world looks at us and Indian-origin politicians are claiming legitimate positions in
Governments. Yet the accelerated process of cross-cultural assimilation has decelerated the status of migrant
wives and continues to do so.

Scanning through the
slew of articles written in
the aftermath of any election in India or any official
Government of India appointment be it a new District Commissioner, a Chief
Minister, even the President of India,or a court
judgment like the recent
3G spectrum scam or even
a traffic challan, one can’t
help but see how nearly
every socio-political event
in this country is seen from
the prism of caste. Don’t
you wonder at times that
if on the one hand caste is
a ‘bad thing’ that has kept
India from transforming
into the world leader that
it has the potential for,
then how come most socalled senior journalists or
editors try to fit (or retrofit) the caste angle into just
about everything? Of
course, they try to make
this appear as an effort to
decipher the complexities
of the Indian society but
this often comes at the
cost of true equality, the
very thing that the founding fathers of a newly independent India aimed for
i n 1 9 4 7. I n t r i g u i n g l y
enough, the passion with
which some intra-religious
complexities such as caste

are explored in the name
of fighting for equality is
h a r d l y a t p l ay w h e n i t
comes to a triple talaq verdict or the call for a Uniform Civil Code.
From a broad, no, make
it an ‘extremely ’ broad
viewpoint, the relentlessness with which some
quarters of media purse
the caste aspect such as
Shekhar Gupta pondering if
the conviction of Lalu
Prasad Yadav and the acquittal of Jagannath Mishra
in the Fodder Scam case
suggested a “caste differential” of corruption.
S i m i l a r l y,
a
RajdeepSardesai readily
suggested that by appointing the ‘upper caste’
Jairam Thakur as the Chief
Minister of Himachal
Pradesh the BJP is somewhere responsible for not
letting Indian politics
change. The TV anchor
also pointed out in his
rather casteist tweet,
which he later deleted following a massive backlash,
that only two Chief Ministers out the 11 States
where the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) was in power
w e re f ro m O B C ( O t h e r
Backward Class).
To suggest that asking

under RSBY. This cover is on
the higher side, especially
when one considers the Government's thrust on affordable
care through other interventions aimed at bringing down
the cost of drugs, diagnostics
and medical devices. Indeed,
under RSBY, some States had
enhanced the Rs 30,000 limit
through a supplementary
State funding. Even so, none
of the States provided protection up o five lakh rupees/family.
Perhaps a better strategy
will be to start with a somewhat reduced level of protection and increase it once the
scheme gets stabilised. Highlevel protection will create incentives for gaming the system. To prevent gaming, design and implementation of
the scheme will have to be
near perfect at the very outset.
Is the Budget allocation
less or more? Many people
have raised concerns regarding the Budget allocated to the
scheme this year. The real
concern is not the allocation.
In fact, an allocation of Rs
2,000 crore may actually be
on the higher side as the initial rollout of the scheme is
expected to be slow for two
reasons: One, the scheme is
still being given final touches
and may take a few months
before States start implementing it.
Two, the initial phase of
the scheme will entail putting
the system and processes in
place which does not require
huge funding. Thinking beyond this fiscal year, the Union Government has assured
that funding of the scheme will
not be a problem and one per
cent additional cess on the
incomes of rich taxpayers
should generate adequate
funding.

ronment for us to overcome such horrors is far
from coincidental.
Just a few months earlier Sardesai had induced
political tokenism at the
time of Shri Ramnath
Kovind’s elevation to the
highest office in India by
expressing “when in doubt,
turn to a ‘dalit’ face.” But
the bigger question still remains why is that the discourse is not being allowed
to move away from the antiquated mindset that got

Hero Motocorp Product Strategy For
Premium Motorcycles & Scooters

&pictures to air Blockbuster
sci-fi animated film ‘Beowulf’

Modicare needs
States' perspective
The National Health Protection Scheme (NHPS) or
Modicare has become the talk
of the town. Refreshingly, politicians in the country are talking about healthcare. Most
commentators have dubbed
NHPS as the single biggest
idea in the Union Budget. Industry folks have hailed it.
Health planners and policy
makers, who see this as an
advancement of Universal
Health Coverage, have welcomed it. Beneficiaries of the
current State-sponsored
health insurance scheme,
Rashtriya Swasthya Bima
Yojna (RSBY) cheered at the
prospects of higher financial
cover. The poor and the vulnerable, hitherto excluded
from the RSBY, saw a ray of
hope of getting included.
Never mind it came late in the
pre-election Budget.
Undoubtedly, NHPS is wellintentioned — it marks a continued commitment of the
Union Government to shield
the poor against hospitalisation expenses. The Government has raised the ambitions
of the poor in terms of both
extent of financial protection
and the number of people to
be covered under the scheme.
Providing a financial cover of
five lakh rupees/family to 100
million families is definitely a
tall order. It has the potential
of becoming the world's largest health insurance scheme.
However, going by the decade-long implementation experience of RSBY, it may take
several years to realise this
potential.
Is the financial cover less
or more? The financial protection of five lakh rupees/family
announced under NHPS constitutes a significant increase
— not five times, not 10 times
but more than 15 times —
over the protection provided

questions such as “Could it
be that the upper crust
tends to be “cleaner” as a
rule, or is it that the system is loaded against those
in the lower half of the social pyramid?” is all fine but
to what end? There is no
denying the harsh reality
about fissures due to caste
existing in India. Yet, the
manner in which it is
evoked to suit a particular
narrative that seems to be
as far as possible from allowing a conducive envi-

From Academy Award
winning director Robert
Zemeckis comes a visionary
and critically acclaimed adventure unlike anything you
have ever seen before!
Brining the best of fantasy
and sci-fi together, Beowulf is
a gripping animated movie
that transports you to a world
beyond imagination. Starring
Oscar winners Anthony
Hopkins and Angeline Jolie,
along with Ray Winstone,
Robin Wright Penn and John
Malkovich, &pictures, Naye
India Ka Blockbuster Movie
Channel, will air Beowulf on
Friday, 9th February 2018 at

8PM.
Based on the epic English
poem, Beowulf is a fierce
warrior who has been appointed by Danish King to
protect the kingdom from a
hideous monster named
Grendel. But, that is only the
beginning of the real battle.
Beowulf has two more battles ahead of him – one with
Grendel’s shape-shifting
mother and one with a
dragon. Featuring stunning
visuals, and a talented cast,
Beowulf has in spades what
more faithful book adaptations forget to bring: pure cinematic entertainment. (19-8)

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Status & Changing Roles of
Women in Indian Society (75)
There are many violence against women in India because of the male dominated society here. Women generally face various kinds of crime like dowry death, sexual
harassment, cheating, murder, girl child abuse, robbery,
etc. Violence against women which counted as crimes under the Indian Penal Code are rape, kidnapping and abduction, torture physically and mentally, dowry deaths, wife
battering, sexual harassment, molestation, importation of
girls, etc. The cases of violence against women is increasing day by day and becoming too broad. Women in India
are always subjected to the honour killings and they never
given their basic rights for the proper education and freedom. They are the victims who have face violence and
abuse in the male dominated country. According to the
National Mission for the Empowerment of women (NMEW)
launched by the Indian Government, this step has sown
some improvement in the 2011 census. The ratio of female sex and female literacy both has increased. According to the Global Gender Gap Index, India needs to take
some advance steps to improve the women position in the
society through the proper health, higher education and
economic participation. Women empowerment needs to
take full speed in right direction instead of being in nascent stage. Giving priority to the gender equality facilitates
women empowerment all over the country. To get the high
level goal of women empowerment, it should be promoted
from the childhood in each and every family. It needs
women to be strong physically, mentally and socially. Since
the better education can be started at home from childhood, the upliftment of women needs healthy family to
bring a holistic development of the nation. Still in many
backward areas, there is a trend of early marriage and
childbirth because of the poverty, insecurity and illiteracy
of the parents.
Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit (AHMEDABAD)

“Continuing with Our
strong belief in innovation, we
are developing new technologies and solutions that match
consumer aspirations in future. Our inherent capabilities
in frugal engineering, aligned
with a youthful approach will
surely excite and engage our
global customers going forward.
We have enhanced focus
this year on two rapidly-growing segments – the premium
motorcycles and scooters.
Aligned with this strategy, we
have showcased two new
scooters and a dual-purpose
motorcycle at auto expo, to
be launched in Fy 2018. Both
these – the 125cc scooters

and 200cc adventure motorcycle - are new segments at
Hero MotoCorp and come
with superior technology,
world class engineering; and
therefore, I’m confident of
further expanding our market
leadership with these new
launches. ”
Hero MotoCorp Ltd., the
world’s largest two-wheeler
manufacturer, today reiterated its commitment to innovation and engineering excellence with the unveiling of an
exciting new range of products at the Auto Expo – The
Motor Show 2018. The fresh
product range has been developed to cater to a global
customer profile. (20-4)

us here in the first place?
An argument is often made
that the BJP is the fount of
‘divisive’ politics or how it
“nursed upper caste resentment” or how the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh needs to empower
Dalits to shake its uppercaste image off, and even
if that be the case, why are
then the ‘others’ more insistent on the keeping the
caste wheel spinning?
Take the recent Gujarat
elections. Here, the Cong ress, which otherwise
leaves no opportunity to
remind one and all how it
is the only one that truly
stands for the aamaadmi,
supposedly agreed to give
reservation to the Patidars
if voted to power. It openly
supported an organization,
Patidar
AnamatAndolan Samiti
(PAAS) that fought the entire elections on a platform
that aimed to promote division on the basis of
caste.
While the dangers of
this caste politics spearheaded by Hardik Patel,
the leader of the Patidar
agitation, were pointed
out, a majority of the press
had no qualms in hailing
Patel as a trailblazer. This
even though he was openly
doing something that the
doyens of the fourth estate
had repeatedly called
against the idea of India —
dividing people.
In a similar fashion,
many political parties in India that form the opposition or some part of it opposed the Triple Talaq Bill
on one pretext or the other.
Such is the state of a segment of mainstream journalism in India that it might
also see some hidden conspiracy in Ishrat Jahan, one
of the five petitioners in
the triple talaq case, joining the BJP. Her husband
divorced Ms. Jahan over
the phone from Dubai by
uttering talaq consecutively three times in 2014
and while it might seem as

a sudden decision, the fact
is that be it Ishrat Jahan
or scores of others, Muslim women have been joining BJP since a long time.
The BJP was among the
petitioners that moved the
Supreme Court against triple talaq and while outfits
such as All India Muslim
Wo m e n Pe r s o n a l L a w
Board welcomed the historic bill, the inability of the
opposition to stop it was
labeled a “glaring lack of
coordination” on their part
by a web portal.
In the days, we as a
people should be prepared
to witness more activity
around the whole “caste”
debate. Additionally, splits
on the basis of sub-sects,
the dominance of a particular language over other,
the glory of the colonial
past and such would also
be for the picking in the
run-up to every single election
from
now
till
2019.There would be an
escalation in this rather
senseless debate as itwas
one of the tactical tools
suggested by a Senate
committee in Pakistan to
the Nawaz Sharif led-government to check India’s
growing stature.
Unsurprising, as it is,
this document, which was
also available in the public
domain, had suggested to
the Sharif government to
play up caste and religion by
talking about Dalits, unhappy Muslims and encourage those opposing Prime
Minister Narendra Modi besides highlighting the issue
of Kashmir. While this was
reported in a ‘reputed’ mainstream publication, the
mere suggestion of such
Pakistan sponsored Psychological Operations (PSYOPs)
by anyone other than the
bunch ascribed to mainstream media are labeled
cuckoo! Needless to mention then questioning those
who unfailingly underscore
the caste aspect on every
occasion is but somewhat
cuckoo too!

The real success in life comes to the
man who masters his own mind

If I ask what is that you
consider being your most
valuable possession? This is
a million dollar question. You
will readily say one or the
mother of the following. You
may say an ever building
purse, a fat bank balance,
enviable mansions and cars,
number of shares in all bluechip companies, so many li-

secondary. But very few people mind this aspect seriously.
The mediocre majority consider outside possessions to
be most valuable, with little
regard for a sane and healthy
mind. Remember, without
serene and sane mind all your
outside possessions cars,
shares, buildings and bank
balances are of little avail.
Neither mother nor father
nor any kind folk can do you
so much service like a welldirected mind. So also one illdirected mind can do you the
greatest harm. Your mind is
like a rich and great mine
ever ready for exploitation.
But no outsider can extract
anything from the mine. You
and you alone can take out
how much you earnestly desire. It is a single possession
that can't be begged or borrowed, in merited, gifted, lent
and none can steal it.

cluded that the man is the
mind. There is hue and cry
over the indiscriminate use of
all natural resources which
are not going to last for ever.
The single exception to it is
mental energy for it is so
much drawn. An average individual uses less than 10%
of his mental energy.
Modern man is making

lasting rewards to the mankind. This elevates his position over and above creature. It will make him an artist rather than an artisan.
The mind over matter
theory clearly states the
greatness of mind over matter. By mastering the mind
you can certainly master the
matter. The real success in

censes and permits or your
weight in Gold. But my friend
you missed to mention the
really most valuable possession. It is your mind, a serene and healthy mind. In
reality it is the single most
valuable possession any one
can have. Rest everything is

People who don't realize
its importance frequently feel
it as a weight over their shoulders. But remember, the only
reason we need the body is
to carry the mind around.
Such is the importance of
your mind. Hence psychologists and philosophers con-

strides in science and technology, art and architecture
and exploration of outer
space. But he is still a mediocre in the science of
fulfillment, art of good living
and in exploration of space
within. The strides in the latter will give still greater and

life comes to the man who
masters his own mind. So
pray the Almighty for serene
and healthy mind, for success consciousness of super
consciousness and not for
cars or shares, building or
bank balances, diamonds or
gold.

FREE PRESS GUJARAT

3

Thursday, February 8, 2018
ISRO sets up 473 Village Resource Centres for
rural development through satellite technology
To demonstrate the potential of satellite technology
for development of rural areas, ISRO established Village
Resource Centres (VRCs) on
a pilot scale, in association
with selected NGOs, Trusts
and State Government Departments. VRCs have provided various space technology enabled services such as
tele-healthcare, tele-educa-

tion, natural resources information, advisories related to
agriculture, career guidance
to rural students, skill development and vocational training etc. About Rs 18 crores
was spent for establishing
473 VRCs. This was stated
by the Union Minister of
State (Independent Charge)
of the Ministry of Development of North Eastern.

Seminar on Cryptocurrencies
by student of Alpha College

Ah m e d a b a d :
A
cryptocurrency (or crypto
currency) is a digital asset
designed to work as a medium of exchange that uses
cryptography to secure its
transactions, to control the
creation of additional units,
and to verify the transfer of
assets. Cryptocurrencies
are a form of digital currencies, alternative currencies
a n d v i r t u a l c u r re n c i e s .

seminar onCryptocurrency
was conducted by Akshar
Patel Student from 4th sem
Diploma Computer Engineering. Principal Dr
Santosh Kolte , Faculty
members and more that 80
students
of
IT/
CE(DIPLOMA) department
attended the seminar. Overall feedback of the students
and faculties was very good
and noteworthy.(19-10)
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Excavation clearance granted for Gorakhpur (Haryana) Atomic Power Plant
Land required for setting
up of the project is acquired
and work of preparation of
the site is in final stages,
namely, development of infrastructure at site and tendering of equipment and
components are at various
stages. The excavation
clearance for the project is
accorded recently by the
Atomic Energy Regulatory
Board (AERB). This will follow the start of excavation
work at the site.
The first phase is comprising of Unit-1 (700 MW)
and Unit-2 (700 MW) of
Gorakhpur Haryana Anu
Vidhyut Pariyojna (GHAVP).
The work on the project will
start with the First Pour of
Concrete [FPC (the zero
date of start of construction)] in the year 2019. The
commencement of commercial operation reckoned with
the FPC is five and half years
for the first unit and followed by the second unit
after one year.
The government has accorded financial sanction of
Rs 20,594 crore for setting
up GHAVP Unit 1&2 (2X700
MW). The cumulative capital expenditure incurred
upto December-2017 is Rs
1,031 crore.
The project will bring in
large investment in the region and thereby resulting
in enhanced economic activity providing opportunities
to the locals through direct
and indirect employment

and businesses. Coupled
with this, there will be significant opportunities for
self-employment. A large
number of people will also
get employment with the
contractors engaged in implementation of the project,
for supply of goods and
services thereby generating

jobs in the surrounding areas, mainly benefitting the
locals.
Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL)
pursues welfare activities in
and around its Nuclear
Power Plants in four major
areas. These welfare activities are essentially identified

Kapil Sharma Shoots
for the First Promo!
The ace comedian was
seen shooting a promo of an
exciting series which will soon
air on Sony Entertainment
Television. The promo is going to be as hilarious as the
comedian himself. Kapil
Sharma's fans are surely going to see Kapil bring to them
a dose of wit and laughter.
Will he take an auto or will
he take a bus to come back
on the your television
screens! (19-8)

in consultation with the representatives of local population and state machinery
based on their identified
needs. The proposal, based
on the above, are scrutinised with a multi-tier review and approval by the
Board, in accordance with
the provisions of the Companies Act, 2013. The four
major areas are, support to
education, including skill
development; health and
sanitation; infrastructure
development and environmental sustainability. Under
the neighbourhood welfare
p rogrammes at GHAVP,
some of the key initiatives
taken up by NPCIL are, support to the meritorious students by way of award of
scholarship, pedagogical
aids, construction of interconnecting roads within the
area, construction of toilets
in schools and public places,
including some Panchayats
and mid-day meal shelters
in the schools. Special efforts were also made, based
on the need identified by the
locals, for construction of
cow-sheds and renovation
of gaushalas. The welfare
programme also focused on

providing assistive devices
to the specially abled persons in the area. More welfare works are identified as
an ongoing exercise in the
above referred areas under
CSR. These include, augmentation of construction of
toilet blocks in schools, providing of equipment for
gymnasium in Gorakhpur
State Stadium, construction

of drinking water tanks, etc.
This information was
provided by the Union Minister of State (Independent
Charge) Development of
North-Eastern
Region
(DoNER), MoS PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances &
Pensions, Atomic Energy
and Space, Dr Jitendra
Singh in written reply to a
question in Lok Sabha today.

